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. 'thiS: i~ .. ih r~ply' to: your i~tt;~r of April 1 " 1~9.3,· tn which you
.beha,lf of your constituent" the :English. VolU11.te~r Fire Pepartm.ent·, . reg r.dihg·

. 'the N6tl.ce 6£ prop·C;sed.· Rule Maki~g.·.(Noticef.in:P~·D~ck:6!tNo,' ~2".2'35, 7 :FP.· ..
'; ?1034 (i'9'92) ,: th:.isN6tice propos~s.. C;~~ehensive ohanges·.~o""the ·eo ' ig~ion'.s

..... R9:i'e's go~e;rrii:ngthe. pdv:at~' land·m.obii.e· radio s~~ices opera't;ing 'i:othe ...
.frequency band~ below 512 MHz,

The proposals in th~ Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in. the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone, Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. I have enclosed for your
information a copy of that part of the Notice that describes the numerous
proposals, plus a discussion paper released March 1, 1993. Question 8 of the
discussion paper specifically addresses the issue your constituent is most

'concerned about. In sum, the proposed rules would not make any equipment
obsolete in this century.

We are sensitive to the need of users of private land mobile radio spectrum
and the impact that these proposals may have on their radio systems, including
the cost~ of required modifications. Your constituent's letter will be
included in the record of the proceeding and will be fully evaluated when we
develop final rules in this proceeding.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. We expect final
rules to be issued in 1994.

Sincerely, ,

c!~IG~.
~~ichard J. Shiben

Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division

Enclosures

cc:
Chief, LM&MDivison
Chief. PRBureau
Lou Sizemore, Room 857
Docket Files, Room 222
P&P Branch Files
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The attached communication' is sent for
YOUl:' consideration'. Piease investigate 'the
statements contained therein and forward me
the necessary information for reply, return
ing the enclosed correspondence with your
answer.

Yours truly,

~. .

0" "

;-S~>~~~·.. :_..: . -~_ i_·_.;.~ !1. HAr"lJlTON
. ;;7 i-U.,\'i.;;URi~ BUilDING

i .. Jl,;::,H: i\il,jT Of'Ill D.C. 20515
M.e.

.'..'''' ".~
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RE: FCC PROPOSED RULE CHANGES
, PR D<)CKET 92':'235

'.' :?ART .~~ ,. '. '.' .... ,'.;, , . ;. . ........ ". :: .....
, .

DEAR CONGRESSMAN LEE HAMn.tON,

DUE TO A RECENT VISIT WITH SOME OF OtJR NEIGHBORS IN HARRISON COUNTY, THE ABOVE
WAS BROUGHT TO OUR ATrENTION. AFTER REVIEWING IF PART 88 IS PASSED BY THE FCC,
THE CHANGE WD..L COST OUR VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT AN ESTIMATED $ 50,000.00 +,
AS FOR ALL OF CRAWFORD COUNTY THIS CHANGE WILL COST OUR COUNTY FIRE
DEPARTMENT'S, AMBULANCE SERVICE, COUNTY AND LOCAL POLICE AN ESTIMATED $
200,000.00+, WHICH WE CAN NOT AFFORD,

ALSO, WE CAN NOT AFFORD THE RADIO INTERFERENCE OF THE NEW PROPOSAL AS OUR
CURRENT COUNTY WIDE RADIO SYSTEM (FIRE, AMBULANCE POLICE) IS THE MAJOR LIFE
LINE OF COMMUNICATIONS FOR OUR RURAL COMMUNITY.

WE FEEL SURE YOU ARE PROBABLY SICK OF HEARING FROM OUR AREA, AS WITH THE
RELOCATION PROJECT, AND ETC. WE REALLY HATE TO BOTHER YOU ON ANY MATTER AS
WE KNOW YOU ARE EXTREMELY BUSY, BUT FOR VOLUNTEERS WHO SERVE, AND THE TAX
PAYERS WHO END UP PAYING THE BILLS, NEED YOUR HELP ON THIS MATTER.

THANKS,

ENGLISH VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

MIKE BENHAM, ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF
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What Can Be Done?

This information is made available ....
by the Harrison County

Emergency Management Ageilcy·:·:c
•.. ~

PO Box 484 .
Corydon, IN 47112-0484.

(812) 73~-8949 .
Stephen M. Parker, Director

The FCC's public comment period
for the Notice of Proposed Rule·..
Making (NPRM) ends on May 28, ~

1993.. Our continued silence could
allow the FCC· .to. impose these
devastating new ruies on us.

If Part 88 is .enacted in its present
form, the cost nationWide, to radio
users, will be billions .ofdollars. This
proposal has the bac~ng of the radio
manufacturing and :retail industry.
They will. reap billi~ns.. of dollars in
profit from these changes.

We agree that changes are due for
the radio spectrum, but not the immedi
ate, drastic changes called for by Part
88, at the expense
of radio users.
Time is short.
Express yourl~l·

concerns NOW to tce1
the FCC, your
Congressman, an~

your community leaders..

BOTTOM LINE

Every radio in use today, in the 150
512 MHz bands, will become obsolete
by 1996 because the spacing between
channels will be drastically cut and
much tighter frequency stability stan
dards will be' imposed. The power: of
every repeater or base station at higher
altitudes would be cut to as little as one
watt, limiting the coverage to an area
too small to be useful.

1apologize for the technical detail in
ills of this brochure, but I do want to
~mphasize the significance of these

proposed rule changes.

Come 1996, we will be faced with
only three choices: (1) purchase new
narrowband radio equipment, (2)
endure widespread interference if we
modify our current equipment, or (3)
abandon our own equipment and lease
equipment and airtime from SMR
providers at great expense.

To replace all of the radios on our
system in use in Harrison County will
cost in the neighborhood of$350,000 to
$500,000. And remember, the cover
.age· of oui; rePeater·Will ~be·t)l11rabout
half of what it is now! To install
additional equipment to obtain county
wide coverage will cost an additional
$50,000 to $75,000.
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